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Literacy Policy

The Australian Curriculum: English aims to ensure that student at NWPS.

e learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on increasingly complex
and sophisticated spoken, written and multimodal texts across a growing range of
contexts with accuracy, fluency and purpose.

o appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a
sense of its richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas,
facilitate interaction with others, entertain, persuade and argue.

e understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms
and in combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning.

» develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts and,
develop an informed appreciation of literature.

NWPS Vision.

e Toprovide a caring and supportive environment in which every child is able to develop
the skills, knowledge and confidence to reach their full potential becoming positive
contributors to society.

QOur Beliefs.

e every child deserves the opportunity to reach their full potential, achieve success,
feel safe, supported, nurtured and valued. Believing positive relationships are the
foundation for success, we enhance the growth of young people through a holistic
model of education.

e By providing a consistent, calm and positive learning environment we have built a
culture of excellence and high expectations for all. We strive to make a difference for
every child, encouraging all children to achieve their full potential. We endeavour to
help all children achieve success and become the best version of themselves,
growing young minds and developing children who contribute positively to society.

At NWPS we aim to provide a highly effective Literacy program that is clear and concise. Our
teaching staff provide rich stimulating learning environments that support our students to
develop essential literacy skills and understandings based around the Australian Curriculum.

The Literacy program will develop students thinking, speaking, listening, reading and writing
skills, knowledge and understandings. Our collaborative whole school approach ensures
continuity of teaching strategies across the school using evidenced based programs to
support student learning.

NWPS has a structured ‘uninterrupted’ two hour learning block, where there will be one
hour of Reading and Writing alongside the Phonics or Spelling program. This will be



conducted in the morning session where possible. The explicit teaching of handwriting may
take place outside of the Literacy Block.

Whole School Literacy Programs

At North Woodvale Primary School, we incorporate a variety of approaches and resources
to ensure our students are receiving the best and most current practices in Literacy. These
include:

e Letters and Sounds

e Talk For Writing

e Guided Reading

¢ Springboard Reading Comprehension

e PAT Assessments in Reading and Grammar Yr 1 -6, SpellingYr2 -6

e On—Entry Assessment for Pre-Primary

e NAPLAN Assessments in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling and Writing

We are committed to supporting our staff in the implementation of best practice in their
Literacy programmes through tailored Professional Learning.

Letters and Sounds.

Through ‘Letters and Sounds’, students are provided with a spelling program targeting their
needs. Phase One focuses on strong oral skills and pre-writing skills. The subsequent Phases
2 — 6, build on this foundation.

Assessments will inform the teachers planning and determine the L & S Phase for each
individual student.

The NWPS Synthetic Phonics Program:

e Tier 1 Instruction K-2: Letters and Sounds

e Tier 1 Instruction 3-4: Soundwaves

e Tier 1 Instruction 5-6: RIC Spelling Program

e Tier 2 Instruction 3-6: Letters and Sounds

e Tier 3 Instruction 3-6: (1:1) Letters and Sounds

A trained EA will be available to plan and implement an Intervention program from Year 1-
6.

Reading

The five key components to teaching reading are:

Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, Comprehension, taught by Explicit
Instruction.

Every child at NWPS has the opportunity to read and be read to every day they are at
school. Teachers are to establish a classroom library to support literacy teaching and
learning.



They have access to a wide range of reading opportunities that include guided reading,
shared reading, regular independent reading, hearing books read aloud on a daily basis,
reading in other subjects including ICT texts and selecting own choice of texts including ICT.

A reading box/folder is set up for each student in the class targeting their level.

Guided Reading

Students must participate in guided reading a minimum of 4 times per week. Students must
read with a teacher at least once a week and participate in guided reading activities three
times per week. NWPS have a Scope and Sequence of Comprehension Strategies that are
taught across the years.

Writing

At NWPS, we use Talk for Writing from K- 6. Targeting oral language skills enhances
students’ ability to have a go at writing. There should be opportunities for modelled, shared
and independent writing. Proof reading and editing are part of the writing process for
students from Year 1 upwards. All staff will participate in moderation of writing using cold
and hot tasks each term/semester in Phase of Learning Teams.

Students are explicitly taught the following forms of writing:
o Recount

Narrative

Report

Procedure

Exposition

Explanation

Discussion

o o0 0 0 o0 O
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Talk for Writing Non-negotiables

Each Phase of Learning team met and decided on the non-negotiable elements of Talk for Writing
that will be implemented in every classroom. It was recognised and acknowledged that there will
varying elements in each age group.

Early Years Phase Kindy — Year 2

e Warm -up tasks

e Hook to create interest in text

* Connectives applicable to the genre (and, then, next, after that)

e Story structure - story maps/story mountains/box it up

* Act out the story in own way; role play or selected actions

e Washing lines or similar to present toolkit and structure

e Feedback — Pink marking for ‘tickled pink’

e Child friendly rubric in writing book to demonstrate WALT and WILF
e Magpie wall/book

e Cold and Hot tasks

e Three I's - Imitate, Innovate and Invent — developmentally from K-2.

Middle and Senior Years Phase Year 3-6

e story map, box it up

® actions to support the text (year 3 only)

* washing lines with toolkit and story map displayed
e magpie books

e hotand cold tasks

e Three I'sinvolved in process
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